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Port Bonython to be
export nerve centre

VALERINA CHANGARATHIL

SOUR minlng cotmpanles hove
joined forces ta push ihead
with plans to meke Port
3anyilhon in the Speneer Gulf
a hub for Iren ore exports,

A private secter investment of
up Lo 5300 millien will help trons-
farm the port in two years, if
government land is made avail-
able to developess, Western
?lnins Resiurces. Centrex
Melals IMX Resources and Iron
Clad Mining formed the Port
Jonyilionh Buk Users Group yes-
terday to drive the plan.

BHP Billiton is expected to
chioose Port Bonythion ns s ex-
nart route from the Olmpic
Jam mine, bit plans arve 1 long
way from fruition.

Also spurring the smaller
minors was OnoSteel’s decizion
'nst year to hlock Wastern Plains
and BA's Cencrex from acezssing
ta Whyallo port foelllty

“Iror ore exporters can now
speak with one voice tao the gav-
ernmett, the Whyalln oom-

murity nnd pert dewelopers,"
Por: Bonython Bulg Users
Group chainnon 3ob Dullin sad,

Eapaal dennod fur jton wie is
estimnled ot 8 million to 10
million Lonnes perannum {mipm)
Ly 2010 ard at 20mtpa by 20:5.

“We beleve Llais demand is
suffelent to start developing tie
port faciilty,” Mr DuMn sald,

“Eesides, even under Lthe mcat
amtitious plans pre-fasibility
stuoies show Lhey (HHF Hilliten)
will a0t exporl from the Olympic
Dam untii 2006, We will have
larger tohnages and the need Ls
morz immediate"

On the fallout with OneSteel,
Mr Duflin said: “To an extent, it
wasthat issue that galvanised us
io szek alernate opticas."

The proup will work with SA
Chamber of Mines and Energy
and the Resources and Enenry
Sectors Infrastructure Councl.

Spokesman for Infrastructure
Minister Patnek Conlon's office,
Matl Clemow, sad: “We are tok.
ing zxpressions of intetest from
interested companies and are

aware ol the ndustry’'s need=”

Mr Duffin sad that the fazility
cen be funded by the provate
sector without relyng on the
public aurse” “We have suf-
fieient demand for bthe farilizy to
e hankabie,”

The group mode a presen-
tetion Lo RESIC nst week.
RESIC aims Lo ensure SA eapi-
telises end moves quickly from
an explcration boom o o minlng
Loom, “Without RESIC's sup-
port, 1 cen't think ths plan can
work,” Lr Duffin said.

Port Bonython has the berefils
of deep water access, proximity
te the Aandard gavge rafwny
network and existing use os in-
dustrial land. The sale jebsy is
uscd to export LPG and erude oil
Iram the Cooper Basin,

Stuarl Pelroleum ond Geott
Choup arc bulldlng a §70 milion-
plus refinery at the port.

The proposed focllity will In-
clude a 2iKm raliway lne, fran
ore storage :heds, a boitom
dumperand a conveyor facilty to
1@ the ships
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